
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF FARNDON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY  5th MAY 2026 AT 7.30PM in FARNDON WAR MEMORIAL HALL
Present: Cllr H Williams (Chair), Cllr P Roberts, Cllr G Dawson, Cllr A Foster, Cllr P Amphlett, Cllr P Fish, Hon Cllr Mrs M Jones. 
In attendance: Borough Cllr A Waddelove, 3 members of the public, and Mrs C Taylor, Clerk.
PART 1

66.26. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs F Henderson, B Hillyer, V Roberts. Cllr M Rudd was not in attendance. Resolved: as noted.

67.26. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN and VICE CHAIRMAN TO SECOND YEAR OF TWO-YEAR TERM OF OFFICE.

Resolved: Cllr H Williams be formally elected as Chairman and Cllr F Henderson be formally elected as Vice Chair.

Proposed: Cllr P Roberts        Seconded: Cllr K Davies
68.26. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.

None made.
69.26. GENERAL PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME. 
i) Tim Kenney attended to introduce the idea of a Farndon and Holt Men’s Sheds Project. The project needed people and support to ‘get it off the ground’. Members of the Parish Council agreed it was a great initiative that they were supportive of and fully endorsed.
Resolved: Tim would keep the Parish Council updated on progress via the Clerk.
ii)Paint Farndon Pink: Ed Barnston reported that the event had been well supported and had been good for local businesses while raising in excess of £2k for the Prevent Breast Cancer charity. A follow up session was planned to discuss event organisation and to explore/discuss suggestions/arrangements for a December 2026 Christmas event. This to tie in with the lighting of the Village Christmas Tree. A representative of the Parish Council would be invited to the meeting about the Christmas event.
70.26. COMMUNITY SAFETY.

The Clerk advised that going forward PCSO McKevitt had agreed to resume monthly reports to Parish Councils.
i)Cllr V Roberts had been in correspondence with PC Gardner expressing concern at police non-attendance at the April police surgery/Safer Neighbourhoods Meeting. 
Resolved: Noted.

71.26. BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORT.

Cllr A Waddelove was in attendance and reported:
i)Bollards at The Twychooks had been replaced but CWaC had advised that going forward these would not be replaced again.
ii)Raised kerbs at Wellington Green had been delivered. Double yellow lines would be extended in the second half of 2026.
iii)A534 speed limit reduction: CWaC would look into delivery date.
iv)A534 to Barton Garage: works were planned to make road less bumpy. 

v)Communication regarding road closures: He had spoken to Highways and the Chief Executive and they were aware of the issues and would be engaging with their contractor COLAS to rewrite some of their contract with them with the caveat being that utility companies could do what they liked regarding closing roads to enable works to be carried out.
vi) Thanks were expressed to residents who attended and spoke at the recent Extraordinary Council meeting called by Cllr Waddelove and a colleague seeking a reduction in the Councils housing target and requesting  a reasonable period of grace during which any shortfall in the Councils land supply could be set aside, allowing for the full weight of existing Local and Neighbourhood Plans to continue to be applied. Efforts to reduce the 1,928 per year housing target were however thwarted by a tabled amendment. 
Resolved: Noted.

72.26. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING.

Resolved: that the Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on 7th April 2026 be confirmed as a true record and be signed by the Chairman. 

Proposed Cllr P Amphlett    Seconded Cllr P Fish. 

73.26. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved: that the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th April 2026 be confirmed as a true record and be signed by the Chairman. 

Proposed Cllr A Foster   Seconded Cllr P Amphlett. 

74.26. CLERK’S REPORT.

Noted: All updates circulated on email between meetings.
i)Boardwalk repairs/replacement: it was hoped that works would commence mid to late May.

ii)VAS at Monument Place: the hedge had been cut back by Barnston Estate to reveal the signage.
iii)Bollards at The Twychooks had been replaced by CWaC.
iv)A534 speed reduction: Nothing further to report other than this was high on the contractors list of priorities.
v)Entrance to Wellington Green: Dropped kerbs had been delivered and there was an intention by CWaC to install additional double yellow lines. 

vi)Walkers hanging baskets and planters had been reordered for this year.
vii)Dog fouling: as reported at the last meeting, Cllr Henderson would be asking the school if they would be interested in involving pupils making posters to deter, an action suggested and endorsed by CWaC Regulatory Services officer.
viii)Missing handrail by the river/Meadow Lane was reported to CWaC PROW officer and very promptly replaced. 
ix) A request for additional lighting /cut back of hedging along the path that leads from Old Lane to Quarry Hill had been made following concerns raised at the April meeting. CWaC response had been that they had assessed and would monitor the situation going forward. There was little likelihood of additional lighting being granted as CWaC were reducing as opposed to adding to their lighting asset and the best course of action would therefore be to pursue the cut back of hedging to maximise light splay from existing lighting.
x)Street Orderly vacancy: had been readvertised in the PC newsletter with a closing date of 29 May 2026.
Resolved: Noted.

75.26. COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP AND RESPONSIBILITIES.

Resolved: that membership and responsibility for the following committees be agreed as follows:
Finance Working Group (Community Benefit/Project Fund) - Cllrs H Williams, F Henderson, P Roberts, P Amphlett. 
Planning Working Group – Cllrs H Williams, F Henderson, A Foster, M Rudd.

Plumpton Harding Committee – Cllrs P Amphlett and B Hillyer.

Farndon United Charities – Cllr V Roberts, Cllr P Amphlett and D Finlay.

Farndon War Memorial Hall Committee –Cllr P Fish. 

76.26. APPROVAL OF STATUTORY DOCUMENTS.

Resolved: Farndon Parish Council Risk Assessment, CWAC Councillors Code of Conduct, GDPR Policy (Information & Data Protection), Publication Scheme, Complaints Procedure, IT Policy, Safeguarding Policy, Equality and Diversity Policy, Accessibility statement be approved and adopted. 

Standing Orders and Financial Regulations to be approved and adopted at June meeting.
Proposed Cllr A Foster      Seconded Cllr K Davies 

All agreed.

77.26. ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS.

Resolved: that Farndon Parish Council would renew subscriptions to the Cheshire Association of Local Councils, Playing Field Association, Cheshire Community Action, and the Mid Cheshire Footpaths Society.
Proposed Cllr P Roberts   Seconded Cllr P Fish   All agreed.

78.26. ASSETS, DEEDS AND LEASES.

Resolved: that the assets, deeds, and leases held by the Parish Council were noted without amendments.
Proposed Cllr P Roberts     Seconded Cllr P Fish.

All agreed.

79.26. ANNUAL INSURANCE.

Resolved: that the insurance quotation for 2026/27 be approved (a 5-year LTA having been entered into at renewal on 1 June 2022). The schedule remains unchanged.

Proposed Cllr K Davies      Seconded Cllr P Amphlett    
All agreed.

80.26. DATES AND TIMES OF MEETINGS TO BE HELD IN 2026/27.
Resolved: that Parish Council meetings will be held on the first Tuesday of each month except for August.

Proposed Cllr P Amphlett      Seconded Cllr K Davies     
All agreed.
81.26. PLANNING.

Existing applications where decision is still awaited: 

21/02184/S73 The Boathouse High Street Farndon CH3 6PU Demolition of existing café/dwelling house buildings and erection of a replacement dwelling house. Variation of Condition 2 of planning permission 15/02649/FUL (and 19/04100/NMA).

25/00082/FUL Land adjacent to The Nook Churton Road Farndon Proposed single dwelling unit.

25/03993/OUT Land Off Barton Road Farndon Outline planning application for residential development of up to 90 open market and affordable new homes with associated landscaping, public open space, BNG and infrastructure; demolition of equestrian stable block; with all matters reserved except for detailed means of vehicular access.

26/00444/OUT Land at Sibbersfield Lane Farndon Outline planning application (with all matters reserved other than access) for the development of residential dwellings, land for a primary school, land for community facilities, public open space, landscaping, primary substation, and associated infrastructure works.

26/00424/OUT Land at Crewe Lane Farndon Outline planning application for residential development (Class C3) (up to 40 dwellings), all matters reserved except for access.

Resolved: Cllr Williams to write to Cllr Rudd regarding comments on 26/00444/OUT and 26/00424/OUT.
NEW APPLICATIONS: 26/00847/FUL 4 Barnston Court Farndon Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of a new single storey rear extension.

DECISIONS: Approved: 26/00661/FUL Hollybush House Mason Close Farndon Alterations and extension to existing outbuilding. Replacement gates and revised boundary treatment. Alterations to elevations to include cladding and rendering of the dwelling and outbuilding. Replacement windows and sill details together with landscaping works.

Approved: 26/00589/FUL 13 Ince Drive Farndon Single-storey rear extension, enlargement of a ground-floor window to the front elevation and a first-floor window to the rear elevation, and infilling of an existing front doorway. 

Approved: 26/00868/TPO Land at Grid Ref 341756 354102 Crewe Lane Farndon Horse Chestnut – crown lift to 6 metres roadside and 3m elsewhere. Beech tree – if findings are wood resistance, then crown lift, if significant decay, then remove tree and replace. 

NOTIFICATION OF APPEAL:  26/00006/ENF: APP/A0665/C/25/3376531: 23/00038/ENTPLN Appeal start date 6 January 2026. Appeal to be determined on the basis of a hearing on 24 March 2026. Decision still awaited.
Enforcement: 24/00954 The Barnyard Marsh Lane Kings Marsh Chester CH3 6NG Retrospective planning application for conversion of existing building to a dwelling and construction of stable and manege. Refusal decision issued 31 January 2025. PP- 12623460. Reinforcement notice served 4 November 2025 to take effect 4 December 2025.
82.26. FINANCE. Resolved: that the payment of salaries and expenses, the payment of invoices for goods received and services rendered for April be approved and the receipts and balances be noted. 

Proposed Cllr P Roberts          Seconded Cllr P Fish
83.26. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN (AGAR) 2025/26 PART 3.
To be brought to the June meeting for approval. Resolved: Noted.
84.26. IT AND COMMUNICATIONS.

i) Gov.uk domain website and email: All members had now transitioned to Gov.uk email addresses. Resolved: Noted.
ii) Newsletter: Following discussion, members agreed that they wished the newsletter to continue in its present hard copy form. 
Resolved: Going forward it was agreed that final copy would be proofread and content sanctioned by Cllrs Williams, Foster and Davies prior to being sent to print. 
85.26. CORRESPONDENCE, PUBLICATIONS, AND INVITATIONS.

Received: correspondence, publications, and invitations.  

i) Upkeep of War Memorial. Resolved: Cllr Williams would temporarily take over the responsibility from Cllr Fish. Street Orderly (on appointment) to be asked to take over this responsibility under the direction of Cllr Fish.
ii)Condition of public toilets. Resolved: Cllr Waddelove to take the issue up with CWaC as it was their responsibility to maintain the toilets.
iii)Invitation to attend Barnston Estate open gardens. Resolved: Following a complaint from residents regarding a previous minute noting that the Parish Council had accepted an invitation, it was clarified that the invitation was extended to individuals and it was therefore an individual decision to attend or not. 
iv) War Memorial Hall AGM to be held 12 May 2026 @ 7pm. Resolved: Noted.

v)CWaC CIL Report 2025-2026 request. Resolved: Noted that the Clerk had responded accordingly. 
vi)Further complaint received regarding spacing of tree planting along Dee. Noted: The Clerk had forwarded the complaint to the PROW Officer and it had been investigated and dealt with.
86.26. HISTORY BOARD. 
The Clerk confirmed receipt of a Community Benefit Fund application from the group for £325 as approved and agreed at the April Parish Council meeting.

Cllr Dawson reported: The groups work with the illustrator was in progress, they were happy with the contract, had reference images and had plans to visit for a tour of the village. Concepts would come back to the group for their approval, the artwork would follow on, and works with the signage company would progress thereafter.
Mike Royden (MR), member of the history board working group, gave a short presentation (this part of the meeting was taken at general public speaking time earlier on in the agenda). The group had discussed a stand-alone website and online entity to support the board. This would encompass domain name, annual hosting, design and maintenance of site, packages (medium recommended at an estimated cost of £5/7 per month, dependent on length of contract entered into). The idea would be to link to the official school page with QR codes on the boards. A 5-page website would cost anywhere in the region of £700 to £3000 to build/provide and the history board would require 40 pages. He (MR) was experienced and could provide 40 pages for significantly less. Cllr Dawson advised that the group would need to know if a website was to be progressed before the design stage of the board could be progressed.
Resolved: Members thanked MR for his input and he left the meeting. To discuss the website proposal and cost at the next meeting as it was not part of the original project. 
87.26. FARNDON COMMUNITY CENTRE. 
Farndon Rocks was scheduled for 12/13 June and a flyer would shortly be delivered to residents. Potholes (some) in the carpark had been filled in. Car boot scheduled for May Bank Holiday Monday.
i)Valuation: Cllr Henderson and the Clerk had arranged a valuation of the Community Centre and this had been carried out at the end of April. The valuation would be brought back to the next meeting of the Parish Council.

Resolved: Noted.

88.26. STANDING CONSIDERATION OF HIGHWAY MATTERS.

Members inform the Clerk of any issues regarding highways and footpaths.
i) Avondale hedge had been cut back by CWaC.

ii)Riverside footpath: The resident of The Boathouse had raised concerns with CWaC over the safety of the path that runs above and behind their garage.
Resolved: Noted.
89.26. DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING. Resolved: that the date and time of the next meeting will be on Tuesday 2nd June 2026 at 7.30pm. To be held in Farndon War Memorial Hall. 

